
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, WA 981 01 

Ms. Lynn J. Tomich Kent 
Director, Diirision of Water 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
555 Cordova Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 -261 7 

Re: Approval of Revised Dissolved Gas Criterion for the Seafood Processing Use 

Dear Ms. Kent: 

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) submitted revisions to the 
dissolved gas criteria and to analytical methods citations in its water quality standards (WQS). 
DEC proposed these revisions by public notice on June 1, 2005 ("Proposal to Adopt Regulation 
changes in Title 18 of the Alaska Administrative Code dealing with Dissolved Oxygen in Marine 
Waters for Seafood Processing Use"). The final regulation change was signed by the DEC 
Commissioner on May 3,2006 and filed by the Lieutenant Governor on May 14,2006. The 
requirements under the revised regulation became effective for State purposes on June 13,2006. 
On August 18,2006, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) received your letter dated 
August 14,2006, submitting the revised regulation to EPA for review. 

EPA has reviewed Alaska's revised dissolved gas criterion for the seafood processing 
use, pursuant to our authority under Section 303(c) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and the 
implementing regulations at 40 CFR Part 13 1. With this revision, Alaska has repealed the 
dissolved gas criterion for the seafood processing use. Alaska has asserted that the criterion 
being repealed is not necessary to protect the use, and has no scientific basis. 

In accordance with our authorities under the CWA, EPA approves the revised dissolved 
gas criterion. The technical basis for our determination is enclosed. 

EPA will address the State's changes to analytical methods references and definitions 
under separate cover. 

Endangered Species Act and Essential Fish Habitat Consultation 

Section 7(a) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA; 16 U.S.C., Section 1536(a))) requires 
that Federal agencies, in consultation with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and 
National Marine Fisheries Service ("Services"), ensure that their actions are not likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of federally listed species or result in the adverse modification 
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